The Clinical Society.
Recovery after a penetrating wound of the heart is sufficiently uncommon to give great interest to a case which was related by Mr. W. G-. Spencer at the last meeting of the Clinical Society.
The wound, which was inflicted during a struggle, was made by a penknife, which entered at the second left intercostal space.
There was severe primary haemorrhage, and secondary haemorrhage took place on three occasions, the last being on the seventeenth day. They were sudden and profuse, but apparently fairly easily controlled by plugging. The wound healed six weeks after its infliction, but sixty-nine days after the injury the patient died in consequence of other disorders with which he was affected at the time of the injury, there being found after death chronic tuberculosis of the lungs, cirrhotic and syphilitic disease of the liver, and surgical kidney resulting from old stricture. Post mortem examination also showed that the wound had penetrated through the pericardium, and that it extended into the cavity of the right ventricle by a minute punc- 
